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"A Dark Picture of the Republican
Organization of the City."

MR. BLISS TO GENERAL ARTHUR.

organization of the city, calls upon General Arthur
to use all tbo power be possesses to bring about tbe
necessary reforms. He states that General Arthur
has the x>ower, and can use It or uot us he chooses.
As for himself (Mr. Wise) he has always been a

stanch adherent of the party and always believed
in "reform from within." Yet, though his efforts
in that direction hod been consistent, as well as continuous,they had not as yet met with buccoss.
With '{federal Arthur's assistance, however, he is
confident that the necessary reform would be accomplished.

TEXT OF THE LETTER.
The following is Mr. Bliss' last pronunciamonto

addressed to General Arthur:.
New Yobk, Nov. 12, 1878.

General c. A. Arthur:.
Oka It Silt.Thu election is ovor, and I am at length froo

to gratify a desire long entertained to say a tew words to
you publicly without danger uf doing real harm to either
a cause or to Individuals. If 1 did uet think 1 should do
good to a cause I should keep silent.
After tile plan of the present republican organisation of

the city of New York luid boon propurod and adopted by
Willism tit ten and Jackson 8 Nohiilt^ thu committee appointeelor that put peso by tbe State Ooiumittae, it wus remarkedin Mr. Ortuu's presence, and concurred in by him,
that the usefulness of the organization then to be establishedwould last not more tliuu lull yours, for the reason
thai everything degenerates in Now York, and that
nothing degenerates so fast us a political organisation.
Others present thought su highly ot the plan adopted, with
its clubs and guards against unfair dealing, that they
disseuted from this observation, 'i'eu years have uot
elapsed, and yet. I think, no uue with any knowledge
whatever of tha prosent condition of the republican organisationin tbie city bus much doubt that the prediction Is
likply to prove correct unless vigorous measures are
adopted.
There'are In the city twenty-four district association*,

one to each Assembly district. Kvery republican is absolutelyentitled, by the terms of the constitution, to become
a nfetubor of the association in the district in which he
resides. Oil the other band, no person is allowed to bo or
roiuuiu a member of an association In a district whuru lie
does uot reside. Among oilier features uf tiie constitution
pruvisiou is made for giving republicans thu right to inspectsod copy the rull of members at reasonable
times, und lor scciiriug. by challenges and utliorwtsa,honest elections of oQlccrs and of delegates
from tho associations. These and the other rights,
given by tbe constitution are supposed to be
elliciontly protected by u right of appeal to the
Central Committee 1 think no one who reads tho constitutionwill doubt that in theory aud on paper it is, in
spite of some miner previsions which have preyed impracticable,u luir and Just uue. guarding all rights, glviug to
tho republicans of tbe cily thai local usd central organisationwhich every nun agrees is in some iorm essential, if at
wldit is the present conditioner fhose organizations iu
fact? There wore nominally on the rolls of the twentyfourdistrict associations ut the time uf the reapportionmentlast summer lit,lib.) members, representing thoSO.UIlO
republicans of the city. That number en the roils lias been
oinuwhal increased since. Km you slid I knew that these

rolls are utterly deceptive. Instead ut the annual revision
which tho constitution requires, su that persons wliu have
died or removed in i.v he dropped tiom the rull, in niauy
districts tiie names uf nil persons who have ovor been
mciubors are retained, except, of course, those who refuse
to do the bidding of the controlling powers In the association.

"allkukd" bolls.
When last summer, in consequence of the new district

ing of the oity. it becumo nocessary to procuro tho lolls of
the several associations tho course of things wss such ss
to raise grave doubts wnetlicr. iu tact, some of tho associationshail any rolls ut all. The alleged copies winch were
furuislietl shewed some extraordinary things. The roll of
th. Vi.,1.1...... 11. Ill.tr, el V ....... .r»l,l,i|,i.».,i ,i...

lit oh i eminent member, contained the names of many porboiinwho hud long conned to bo rosidonts of the district.
That portion of tlio roll which embraced members residing
in tin* present Eleventh dUiriet contained the name of so

prominent a man us iliomus Murphy, who had notoriouslylong sinco removed out of tliu district. It horo the name
of nt least one man who hud avowedly ceased
to be a republican and who wus uuiuod nt tho recentelection as a Tatnnmny Hall inspector.
But that roll or that portion of it, was

purity itself compared to some others. The fell of anotheruistrlct organisation purported to contain the names
of. I think, about six hundred persons. When notices
were sciii 10 mom m iuu piuco* ucsiguuieu ou uio roil
more tliun !»»lf uf thorn wore returned with the messuiro
tliat the person* were not known there. The roll of the
Nineteenth Asxtinbly District Association contained about
U>«» names, more limn any distiict in the city except the
Ninth, where the ivpublicaii vote is large, while in the
Nineteenth district it in small. 1 am within 1'Mimis when
I say that not a tithe ot these names really belong there,
rho same condition of things exists In other Uirtricts to
iiuch mi extent that the one gentleman most competent to
judge. and one surely not biuxsod against the present or
guuir.ntiou, agreed with me a tew day* since in saving that
of the ld,.'hi.» or nioro names borne on the Twenty*
four district roils. not t»tMMi should he there.
The fact that those bogus or improper mimes
afford Convenient means for fraudulent voting and so controllingthe associations, and that they have beyond doubt
In noiu* ( iinom been ti»cd for that purpose, shows how objectionablethese rotten rolls are. Again, the rolls of
many «.t theRMoeUlloAf are full the names <»f men not
republicans, In many ens. s avowed deuiocrats.nainus of
inert used by the managers to p rpetuatc their control of
the'associations Abundant evidence ol this fact is tonnd
in tiie reports made by and statement* presented to committeesof the Central Committee and con volitions called
tinder it* authority within the past voar. On the other
hand desirable members.go »d republicans who have an
absolute right to become member*.are exclud ed Sometime*this I* done by a direct rejection, but oflener by a
telusal to act upon names presented by hanging them upIn a committee which never reports. If then, after two
mooting*, an attempt is made, under the constitution,
to bring the association to a direct Veto on the names
proponed, a postponement is ordotca in direct violation of
the constitution, leaving no course hut ail appeal to tlio
Central Committee, which is sure not to act against' the
henchmen."

S IO.H.HI ill,*. Tit QRT A CI.IMi'HK.
Tho roll* of the iisaociations aro lit inmy chkch kept aa

sacredly cloned from inspection m tlio Hook* of tlto
bibyls While til" constitution gives un absolute right to
examine and copy them It In iu ninny district* impossible
to get u glitupso of them. IT publicity woro given not only
would their rottenness nppenr, but persona desiring to
contest with the manager* of the orguiiixatinn would have
n fair chance; could exorcise the right of challenge, and
could communicate with members. The result of tins
aecrotivuiioss is that in some districts men find, when they
vircaout themselves to roto at election! In tho aasociations,that tlioy are or aro not iuuml»et-B, according
us they hi o or are not prepared to voto u
ticket satisfactory to iho controlling powt re In
tiie association. Another abuse is, under the piotonco of u
revision of the roll, to droit members not subservient to
'the powers that ho." or. if tins In prevented, to expel
tindoriho proteuee of charges, iho roil f;ist of wlileh la
tnat the pei sons acciiaed aro dlaohedleut.
Klectiona in thA aasocialiona are in tuanv eanea.iu most

eaves whore there is auy contest.conducted with con
jdcuoiisuafali lies*. It was in avideiico before the Central

t'Oiniuittee, and not denied, tlint Inst Itocmbor In our a*aoclationno otio was allowed to enter the place of meeting
unless ho had a postal card with a certain stamp on It, or
som« thintr of tiiat nature, and that tho ingenious plan was

adopted of mailing tueso ea**ds to obnoxious members from
a dlniaut postal statiou au hour or wo before the tluic for
the election, so that it was impossible for Until to reach
the metnbera til! the next day. Yet the (Central Commit too
aflirmod tha validity of an erection Meld In that
way, but as a aai\e to It. conscience ordored tlio hxecutive
Committee to Investigate and report on tnat association
w ithin sixty days. This order was mad# last January or
kein itary oft, 1 think, your, motion, cortnlnly on your assurancethat It must In done. Yet that Kxoeiltlvo Com
inlttee has lievi'l IVlmrtnil navn I- In v..- II .» >! »<l iinvur tukiOi
any steps 10 U« to, mid l umy mid that few who roiuantboredbow convenient h body the Executive t'onmiittno lum
proved itself for the burial ot matters obnoxious to the
controlling Mower* over expected it to report. Thin In a

(ircinu il brick tit once of tlio matiapuiociit of many of tlio
im-oclntlnn* utid of the care which the t'- ntrnl t'oiiimlttoo
takes to keep hp the form of tail ne*a nod at tho same time
not to luterrcm with tlio net* of those wlio subserviently
Control these iiaiuviittiiiiii."hunchmoil" 1 linvf hoard tliein
called. In another oat so, by oversight. a person clearly in*
eligible wo elected last Pecoinhor to tho piesiduiicy
or .hi association Untlai tlio con *titmton all vote* cast
14»r tiIin were declared to be roid, and tlio puraon havingtbe next highest number was entitled to tlio onice. Hut
tlio claim of til rightful President lias never boon even
considered So notorious is it tliat tlio election* hi
tlio association* arc not lalrly conducted that
contests are ol rare occurrence. It In tho constant rermrliof tiio "henchman'' aforesaid, "W hat's tho use of
to* Hfe*Hhitf* W e'vn pot t!:o Inspectors." They know full
w*'l iloit may call commit afl sorts of fraud", that to ob!«niceiiin'cte proof t»I them is vorv ditttciilt, itud that on
ot appeal in (lie ('antral t'oiiimlttoo or a convention called
tinier its auspice* the contest will be decided with nil
litter disregard of right tliat can only lit eqnallot) by a
democratic House of ltct»resontittlve»s, and that tho so who
tend obsequious rcpresoiitalivos to the Central Committee
and to cou veil lion x liavo liltlo to fear.

"a maciiihr not ajc <»M«: ASVIlATIOfV."
! atu.coiiscioiiN tliat I have pain tod a dark picture of tlio

republican orgntilxittluii of tlio city, and (but it goes far to
sustain those who assert that wo have a "machine," not
an orgomt nation. Yet 1 know that every wind of what I
liitvo said is true, niid many others knew it. You, 1 think,
will a din it that you liavo no doubt these evils exist to amno
Aleut, though 1 presume) ou will think tlietu lass extensive

1UC ill UCI- Ui LUC 1TJ. CIVll 11 AC?

Disdains to Reply.

The rumbllngB of discontent which were heard in
the republican organization of this city prior to the
last election have increased daily since, till now it
aeeins as if there would bo quite an upheaval in the
different district associations and even in the Central
Association after the primary elections next mouth.
There will be a determined effort on the part of a

large number of republicans to break up what they
call the "machino" and reorganize in some measure

the different associations. This movement is headed
l>y Mr. George Bliss, one of the most ardent of the
ropublicun party in this city, and one of its most

persistent I'tirtisans. On the l'Jth of November an

open letter was published in the Hxuaxj) from Mr.
liliss to General Arthur, chairman of the Centralltepublicuu organization, in which he

omplaiuod of certain abuses in the Eighteenth
and Sixteenth Assembly district associations, controlledrespectively by Bernard Biglln and Michael
Cregan, and asking that his charges bo at once iuves

tigatod and that the recalcitrant members of the
association who refused to vote for the republican
candidates for Aldermou on election day bo disciplined.To this letter General Arthur did not eondescendto reply, and the contest between the re

spoctivo followers of Messrs. Arthur and Bliss still
continues unabuted. Mr. Blius coutends that he
merely wishes to reform tho organization, not to
obtain control, and in a letter which is published
below he explains tho situation, and, after

all tho aliened abuses in tho rcuublicun

NEW YORK
*

thun I do. I im tare you deplore them u much u 1 do.
You HBd I wilt doubtless up rue that thuru uru some of tho
districts ill which things are fairly managed. whoru rcul
republicaue have a fair eliuuce, where the Intuiil uud the

practice it to conduct matlare fairly, hut 1 ibiuk aucb
associations ure In a ihiuurl I jr.
Now the object of thle luttcr U to urge you to two to It.

and you ure now in tnch u poeition tliut u word from you
will accomplish It.that the rcpnbllcuu organisation. ao

pood in theory, ao capable uud etticieut lu it* uarllur duye
rcforiaa Itself. It must do that or tho republican parte of
the State uiuat and will swoop It out of oxietenrc. You
are not only the chairman ot the Central Committee of
ttiia city, but you are universally and rightlyrSboguUed
us tlio very capable head of the republican party In the
city. Wlfl you not aee to it that the primary oleclluiie to
be held next mouth are fairly and publicly conducted;
that there la carried out at thorn that stulumont which I
saw you applaudiiiK at Senator hlaine'a mooting a few
daya ago. via., that overy republican ia untitled to vote
Just once and to have hie voto counted fairly, adding aa a

necessary atipploiuriit that in a republican aaaoci
utlon uuue but rcpublicaiie ahull vote? To that eud
will you not aee to it that before the election overy republicandesiring to become a member of tho association shall
bo allowed to do ao; that tho rolls ot the associations are
loft freuly npen to tho examination of republican!, aud
that the cxcrcino of the right of*challenglug ia secured? A
word from you will do this; I mean au earnest word which
will make the henchmen understand that you really mean
it. If you will do this you will add another to tho mauy
services you liavo rendered to tlio republican party. aud
you will put an oud to some parodies ot republicanism
which exist. Kuril a courso nu your purt might conaiitu lo
deserved retirement tome meu who liave brought dlsgraeo
upon tho republican party while tliey have eecurod olHcea
and prollt to themeelvet, but you and I know that the republicanorganisation of tlila city would atlll be la unison
with the party in tho State at largo.
To prifieut iiiiaappraliuutiou let me add that the lrrogulnritlosI cutnplalu of exist to unite ui large au extent In

the iiHsociatlous which, like the fifteenth, are not iu accordwith vou. as iu those which are odedluut to your will,
but the former lire but few in number. Correct and purify
those uuder your iultueuoe aud the others will be easily
dealt with.
iinukothls appeal publicly although anxious to avoid

"washing dirty linen iu public," because I have tried in
vain in my weak way to bring about that "reform from
within" which 1 believe to be essentia' to the usefulness
or lung euntloiiauce of the organisation. I have accomplishedlittle except to receive tho sueors aud slurs of
those who glory in fraud because tliev profit by it, and
whose approval is a disgrace to any honorable num.

] have but a single rcg et si the courso I fool compelled
to pursue and tliuj Is that in thus publicly calling uitcntion
to tlie rottenness of tho organisation I scum to glveeueouragciiioiitto some of Its onoiuiss whom I lutvo always upposedbecause I had and have uo sympathy with them or
tlieir works. Bat I feel that thoir only chance pf saccoss
will ariao from the uuwllllugneaa of the organisation to
nurlfv itualf. >I have ilonu niv tiflht to itimriv** of thin
cliuuce. Wilryou not do your bostr Your frlvnd.

UEORUK BLISS.
k0t111ng to say.

General Arthur was called upon by reporter of
the Hbiiald yesterday afternoon arfd a copy of the
above letter was shown him. He stated that he had
seen It and had thing to say in regard to it. Xne
reporter suggested that perhaps he confounded it
with another letter from Mr. Bliss, published some
time ago; but the General persisted that he had se -n
the letter exhibited and understood its contents. He
would read it again, but he had broken hia eyeglass.
'At any rate," said General Arthur, "as I mentioned
at ilrst, I have nothing to tay about it at all." Tho
reporter then apked what he thought of the Bliss
statemouts concerning the December primary elections;but General Arthur still persisted In positive
silence in regard to the matter, and the intcrvthw
closed. .

MAYOR COOPER AND HIS NOMINEES.

WAS MB. PATTIItOX NOMINATED TO IN8UBS

HIS HONOB'S SAJPETI ?.NO CLEW TO GUIDE

THE BEWILDERED POLITICIAN OUT OP THE

LOCAL LABYRINTH.
The excitement in political circles over the change

in tne personnel of the Board of Police Commie,
aionera and the appointment and confirmation, of
Jacob M. Patterson, Jr., aa Polloe Justice, was kept
up all day yesterday. The situation waa discussed
with great warmth, and speculation was the order of
the day. The ooahrmatlon of the reported attempt
to be made to remove Mayor Cooper upon GovernorelectCornell's acreslion to office oame in for perhapsthe greotestiigharo of attention. Humors that
the Mayor would not he allowed to enjoy undisturbedthe second year of his term have been current
some weeks past, but until the publication
In the Hxbald yesterday nothing dednlte waa

fcnpwn about the matter. The action of the Mayor,
however, in naming Mr. Patterson for Police Juatiee
upaet all tho calculation* of tho political wiseacres
who are wont to discuss every new phase in affairs.
Thev were totally at a loos to coinnrehand how the
Chief Magistrate ooald bring Himself to give to one

of hie political enemies such an honorable and lucrativeposition. Not one of the anti-Tammany membersof the Board of Aldermen had the slightest idea
that they would be called upon to vote for Mr. Pattersonuntil his name was sent in by Ills Honor.
They ail supported him, because he was acceptable
to Mr. Cooper, while the republicans gave him their
votes on account of his being a very prominent
member of their organization. TheTammany Aldermentell into line and voted aa their colleagues voted,
ho that the new mmnber at the Pollee Court Beneh
received the unanimous support of all parties and
fictions*

HOW HE CiME TO BE NOMINATED.

Mayor Cooper did not, it would appear, make up
his mind to nominate Mr. Patterson to the late
Justice Kaemlre's place until Monday morning last.
He felt assured, it is said, that the naming of Mr.
Patterson would entirely accord with the wishes of
General Arthur and, more than all, with the
wishes of Oovernor-eleot Cornell. A veteran politicianwho has iutiinate relations with all the republicanleaders, when waited upon yesterday, gave the
following story in referenco to the matter:.
"1 have known for a week or ten days," said ho,

'that the Mayor intended to make some nuove of this
kiud, and Mr. Patterson would have been a police
justice some days before if the Mayor had not procrastinatedso much. The first intimation I had
about ills Honor'a contemplated action was about a
week or so eiuce, when one of the anti Tammany
men told me that Mr. Cooper would do something
that would astonish people before long. 1 asked
what he meant, but he merely shook his head aud
said uothiug. I afterward heard that this same man
was going around to some of the leaders in the republicanorganization, asking them how Patterson would
su-.tjtsa PoiioeJustice. Little lnuucndorsoltkischaracterexoitod general curiosity. Kverybody in the party
knows that 'Jake' has ull along wanted to become a
police Justice, aud 1 suppose he use at sonic tune impressedthat fact upon the mind of the Mayor himself.The election of Mr. Cornell was a splendid
thing for Patterson, who, ever since I bate known
him, has keen considered his right bower. Mayor
Cooper knew all these things, and in order to got
iuto the good graces of the republican Oovernur
gave his ally, 'Jake,' a snug little berth. The Mayor
tbtnka that Patterson will look eut for him at the
Exacutivo Chamber In Albany, but if he iiuagiues
anything of the kind he will, iu my judgment, be
iooled."
Thla la the general run of the goaaip on the aubJeetof Mr. Patteraon'c appointment. Thocourae of

the Mayor la thought to bo designed for the protectionof hia intereata next year, and even the meiu!bere of tho uuti-Tammauy organi/atlon can offer no
other explanation. In thia connection it may be
atatcd that aome of Mayor Cooper'a frienda are
rather "put out" at hia action in anpoiutiug Mr.
John It. Voorhta a Police Coiumlaaioucr. Home ot
thcae gentlemen allege that Voorbia waa named at
the luxtaucc ot ex-Comptroller Audrow 11. Urcen, who
la aaid to beauythlug but popular with the rank
and fllu of the Irving Hall organization. The feelingon tho subject of Mr. Voorhia'appointment ia
getting to bo rather bitter, but no njieu attcmpta to
create diacord have aa yet been made.

will thk mayou hk ukmovku?
The qncatiou oa to whether or not Mayor Cooper

Will bo aaked to vacate hia olHee ahortly alter the iniangulation of Mr. Cornell aa Governor waa made
the tliciuo of aomowhat heated diacuaaiou by the
lioltticianu. Tho interview between a 11kuai.i> reporterand Mr. John 1>. Townaend, of counael for
ex-Police Comuilaaioner Hiduoy P. S chola, waa generallytalked ot aa foreahadowing aomo important
atcp to lie taken in the matter of rumoving the
Mayor. The Tammany ineu, of ootirac, regarded the
qtleaiion from their own ataudpoiut. while their antiTauiuiauybrethren duuiiaaed the rumora on the
aubject at once aa groundleaa. Aa a fair apociiuen of
what the politieiaua havo to aay about the matter a
abort interview with Ueneral Prank 11. Hpinola may
be givuu.

Do you think tho Mayor will bo removedV aakod
the roportei.

"1 do," waa the reply; "I think Mavor Cooper
will be removed on ehargea arialug iroin out of
many derelictioua of dnty ou hia part aiuoe lie aa-
Mimed otUcr. The removal ut l'ollce Commlnatonera.Smith nud Nichols, X thluk, would be a autU.'iout
eauae OC removal. The Mayor, In the caaoa or them
two gcutluuien, violated uvery principle ot law. of
jUatice aud ot coimtitutloual right. lie refnaed
theiu coiiumcI aud, on the whole, treated them luoat
unrairly. I think he could bs irapvauhed for Ida actionin thin regard, aud there are other charge*
upon which lie could lie proceeded agaluaU"
"What arc they?"
"Well, in the tiret place, he haa neglected to performmauy dutic* which the law expreaaiy cominandalinn to perform, lie haa Bought to ovaoe the

law in at leant one lindane?, and the Intervention of
the court* had to l>e aaked iu order to protect the
intereata of men whom ho thought to injure."
"Do you thluk then that tormal chargaa will be

madu agaiuat Mayor Cooper T" '

"Yea; 1 think a inovcmviit of that kind ia on the
carpet, and 1 have every roaaon to believe that it will
be aucccMaful. Kveu ahould Mr. Cornell be dtatnclluodto remove the Mayor, he will not dare to refuaeto do ao when bu reada the arraignment
which will be presented. It will be a moat tormldableI.at of charge* and tho Mayor will have aoluo
trouble lu proving Ida inuocenoc."

TAMMANY UKAHHCBKl).
A large number or other adberuuta of Tammany

exjireaacd aitullar vlewa ou the aubjeet, aud It wan
the uencral liiipreaalou tiiat the fact that Ilia Honor
named Mr. l'attcmou aa I'oltre Jnatice waa prima
facte proof that lie litniaolf waa afraid that aoiue
an, it action would be taken. Thin Interpretation of
.1, . 1 ll,V..,l,« l»«t I.H.I .

ftamirinu effort on the inlnda ot tbo polittctMiM, mora
eapeaially ot tlioea comiertvil with Tammany Hall,
l'lm latter worn alraul that the present underktaudiugbetweaU Uu» republic*u aud Wigwam Aldermen

HERALD. WEDNESDAY,
! waa to be broken and a combination patched up ba
tweau anti-Tuiuiuauy uud the follower* of Cornell
Yesterday, however, it wee demonstrated, at least tc
the saiisractiou of thoee interested, that the preaeul
combination ww to remain intact. The actioi
of the lioard of Alduruieu at yesterday's session it
refusing to allow the Mayor to withdraw the liann
of Mr. Chart** H. Truax for Police Justice in place ol

Henry Murray, the present incumbent, appeared U

prove that no new "deal" had beou made. Mr. Truaj
waa nominated hy Mayor Cooper aoino weelta since
and the nomination waa laid over. It would appeal
as (f the Mayor had only sent in Mr. Truss as t

"qfall" in order to give the mau of hia choice timt
to "electioneer" for his own coniirinatiou when
he should bo sent in. Mr. Truax, however, had
been nominated (or tt>o office, and the City Fathers
could see no reason why the Mayor should want *0
withdraw hia name, ho they practically refused
him permission fur the present by laying Hti
Honor's communication on the table. This actiox
further complicates matters, and there ta absolutely
no telltns how the ureacnt tanale will he unwound.
The rumor that ex-Police Commissioner Jnines E.
Morrieou was to be nominated yesterday for Police
Justice iu place of Juatice Murray proved to be with'
out foundation, for his name was not placed betore
tbo City lathers. Mr. Moriiaon was about tlie Citj
Hall a portion of the day, and seemed happy and
cheerful at being released from the cares and dutiei
of puj^io office.

A SCHOOL INSPECTOR APPOINTED.
Mayor Cooper yesterday appointed Joseph Wenglei

school inspector in place of ex-Senator Louis 3
tioebel. who refused to accopt the position.

BEGINNING HIS EIGHT YEARS' LABOR.

Mr. Patterson yesterday visited, with som<

friends, the Essex Market Court, where his usaoelate.Justice Duffy, was sitting, lie was iaia»

diately given a seat alongside the presiding magistrate,and when tho police returns woro gone ovei

Juatice Duffy courteously vacated his place, whict
was thereupon occupied by Justice Patterson. Ht
listened to and decided a number of warrant cases

Among the first to come before him waa Mrs. Marj
Cuiuiskey, of No. 101 Lewis street, who charged he)
husband with ill treating her. The unfaithful
apoune was reprimanded and held in bonds to keef
the peace. Justice Patterson then went to theCourl
of Kpecial Sessions, where, with Justices Duffv ant
Waudeli, he tried some thirty cases of assault ant
battery and petit larceny.

ALDERMANIC DELIBERATIONS.

TUB CITT FATHERS DISGUSTED AT MAYO]

COOPER'S VETO OF A RESOLUTION HOSTIL1
TO THE "L" ROADS.
A regular session of the City Father* was hell

yesterday, with President. Mott In the choir. Sever*
republican politicians were proeont in anticlpatiol
of mora nomination* being sent to the Board bj
Mayor Cooper for commissionerships. Among then
were Mr. Henry Murray. Police Justice, candidal
for mnppointment. and Mr. Charles H. Truax, wb
wo* recently nominated for the place. Instruction
have been given to the anti-Tammany republic*
combination to reject Justice Murray. At the open

ing of business yesterday the Mayor sent in a coui

munication withdrawing the name of Mr. Tram
This communication wo* laid upon the tabla
Another communication was received nominatl*
Mr. Murray. The friends of the latter in the Boar
had organised the movement to lay the Truax doci

ment on the table, and a strenuous effort will t
made to secure Judge Murray's confirmation at til
next meeting of the Board. At the suggestion <
Alderman Haughtonthe following was pussed:.
Resolved. That the Department of Police be, and

hereby respectfully requested to take the most efllcioi
niuiiKurea to have the crusawslki at all the principal thu:
oughfsres in the city cleaned and kept in a passable roi
ditioii for pedestrians, and especially ao after every fall <
snow and during Incloiueut weather.
On motion of Alderman Morris a resolution w*

adopted calling npon the Mayor to inaugurate *
necessary legal proceedings to prevent farther el
croachments by the "L" road companies upon t|
Battery or other parks. Tho preamble sets fori
that the Common Council, a few weeks ago, is
structed the Park Commissioners to notify the cob
panics occupying a portion of the Battery Pifl
"with their columns, rail cars and other obstruf
tions," to remove tbu same; that instead a
complying with such directions it was cviden
th it these companies or others woro preparing t
usurp, confiscate and destroy more of tho Batter;
Park, as they had then on Battery place iron col
tunus, roils, Umber and othor materials for th
erection of additional tracks; that the Commoi
Council is the legal custodian of the public prof
erty of the Corporation, the revenues arising there
from and the rights aud franchises thereunto be
longing, whleh were held in trust far ail our peopl
una us cmiaiani Hcuni; iur iuu ramiipnuu or m
debt or this city."
Mayor Cooper seat in a toto of certain resolution

censuring the Park Department on the same sun
ject. Tlieee resolutions instructed the dopartincn
"to withdraw and cancel the permission heretofor
granted to the elevated railway companies to occup:
aud use the public land known as tho liattcry Park.'
In bis veto the Mayor says:."However objec
tlonable the action of the Department of Publl
Parks may have been in giving the consent referre<
to, aud however questionable the right of the roa<
to occupy tho Park under auch permission, tin
Board of Aldermen hse no authority to instruct th<
Department of Public Parka to withdraw and canco
auch couaent."

in connection with this veto Alderman Morrii
remarked that the Mayor had singularly vetoed ul
resolutions of the Board bearing upon intcrfercnci
with tho public parks by tho "L" road companies
The veto he bad just sent in was in coudemustiot
ot a request unanimously passed by tuo Aldcrmei
asking the Park Commissioners to give the rapk
transit companion notico to remove their strncturei
within sis months from tho Buttery. The fran
chise secured in this way was worth at loasl
$1(10,000 a year to tho city. Ail public property
was pledged to tho rodemption of tho bonds of tin
city; all revenues arising tbereiroiu should conse

queutly bo paid into the city treasury. If tho Park
Department had tho right to permit theso couipanici
to use the Battery Park they had an equal right tc
permit them to run from Sixth avenue and Fifty
ninth street through Central Park to Kighth avenue
and 110th street. As tho resolutions simply oui
bodied a request Mr. Morris naked that they be passed
over the Mayor's veto. This proposition was lost by
a vote of 14 to 2. Another vote iu tho attlrmutivi
would have aecured its passage. Messrs. Hubert Hall
and President Mott voted against it.
Alderman Stewart delivered an enthusiastic

speech, remarking that this was an historic qiios<
tion aud that the cattery should not be handed ovei
to greedy railroad capitalists.

catholic chabit1ks.
A report was received from the Finance Committeein favor of exempting tho Human Catholic Or

1>nan asylums from payment of Croton water rents,
n this report it is stated that the asylums arc

among tlio uioHt deserving of the mauv < haritabU
Institution* In this city; lliat they aro supported by
privato donation!, and a auiall annual sum front tin
aChoul fund; that 33,100 children have boon main
tained in thetu since 1825, and that it charged to th<
city those children would cost at least $110 pel
head.a groaa sum of $J,ni»1,uou.

FILIBUSTERING ALDERMEN.

The llrooklyn Common Council met as a I3oarc
of Canvassers yesterday afternoon, pursuant to I

call of Mayor Howell. The republicans were all it
their places, with the exception of Alderman liaird
when the roll wae called. The democrats, howevur
in accordance with the policy which they agrcet
npun on Mondljr, remained away. The objeci
of the democrat! in absenting themsolvei
troiu the mooting was to prevent a quorum
from being obtained. Had a quorum been present
they would bo run nired by law to iloclaro AlJeriust
Dituou, of the First ward, elected. Mr. btinoi
in a republican and his aecessiou to the ranks of hit
party in tho Hoard would giro the republicans a

vote, which would make a tie. The democrats, Willi
the aid of their Independent republican allies. Alder
men Smith, I'etry, Dryer ami Powers, now hav«
a majority. 11y the recent death of Aldcrmni
Mclutyre, of the Kightb ward, the democrat:
lost a vote, and as thoy believe thoj
can elect a successor to the deceased Alderman frou
their party, thoy want to hold a special election t<
till the vacancy before the Alderiuau-cloct from the
First ward shall bo permitted to take his seat
shonjd he be admitted he would uot only vot«
against holding a special election, but would also, II
Is feared, defeat several measures looking to the ro
iubv.il of minor employes of the republican party.
Alderman French said, addressing President llay

who occupied the chair, after the republicans liar
been seated for fifteen minutes, waiting patlenll;
for the democrats, who had no lutoutloty of atteud
lug, that "there must be some reason for this delay
uud he did not think thoy should be compelled t<
remain to suit parties who were uot willing to joil
tbeni." Ho moved that the lloard adjourn uutl
Monday, at lialf-paat ten A. M.. unless called tu
get her ror special meeting iu the inoantiino. l'h
motion prevailed and the meuting adjourned.

WILLIE HFRAGUK'8 TUTOR.

A motion was noticed in tlio Chambers of th<
Marine Court yesterday, ou behalf of Mrs. Menato
8pr«i(ue, for a inarmx io a suit brought against be
by George Link, bat, owing to tbe day being a bolt
day. tbe hearing wi« uocnssarily postponed null
tti ib morning. In bin complaint In tbe cane Li ill
alleges that In Juno lost Mm. Stirnguo engaged bia
lu tbm city an tutor to ber boy Willie, at the rati
of $.10 a month, with board ami tisvolllug expenses
and tbat on thia contract* ilia owes inn
t'240. To this complaint an answer w.ih put In 01
tbe part ot Mrs. HpragUe Unit nbe was a marriei
woman, tbe wile of William Suramin; tbat tbe con
tract witli Link was made by ber in bar capacity ai
such married woman, and lor wbicb she is not re

sponsible in law. Tbe prcseut motion in made ot
ber lielialf to compel tbe plaiulill to put In it ropl)
to ber answer, and this put at innue iu the cone tin
question of her lion liability for the debt to recovui
which the suit won iustilulud.
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SHOWER Of SMS,
Professor Proctor on the Expected Meteoric

Display, November 25-29.

BIELA'S DIVIDED COMET.

How to Distinguish the Meteors Attendi
ing On Its Track.

i

[ ASTRONOMICAL ILLUSTRATIONS.

,
To tux Kditob or tux lieiur.n:.
Sovou yoars ago astronomer* were mourning the

loss of x favorite comet. Discovered in lH'ilj. Blela'a
comet bail not for twenty years attracted moro attentionthan others of short period, unless, perhaps,
the circumstance that its or,hit passes very near that
ui fcuo canu was rcgaruou as a iuaiiuu ui luiuioai.

Bat in 1840, almost under the eyes of astronomers,
this comet divided into two. "All seemed to be

going on quiotly and comfortably." Sir Joint Her'
scbel wrote (as nearly as I can recall Ins words),

| "when, lo! suddenly, on January 13. the comet split
into two distinct comets! eacn with a head and

' coma and a little nucleus of its own. What donies|tic troubles caused tlie secession it is impossible to

> conjecture; but the two receded farther and farther
t from each other, with some degree of mutual corn.

| muuication and a very odd interchange of light.
one day one head beiug-the brighter and another the
other.till they seem to have agreed ilnally to part
company." Hu goes on to say that when the double
comet,whose period of revolutionaround the sun lasts

* six years and eight months came back iu 1852 the
two bodies wore both at about the same distance
from each other and both easily visible in the same

telescope. Iu reality, however, the dlntauco had

I enormously increased in the interval; for, whereas

B the greatest distance between the companion comets

y in 1846 had been but about 157,000 miles, in 1852 it

a amounted to about 1,250,000 miles. Whether the

g comets returned in 1850 is not known, for the

p part of tho heavens which they crossed (in that case)

a in 1859 was too near the sun for the comets to be

0 visible. In i860, however, they should have been
seen, but they were sought In vain. In 1872, when
tho next return abould have occurred, a still more

^ careful search was made for tho dissipated and

k doubtless demoralised comets, but again without
_ avail. During the first week in October the comet

g should have passed Its point of nearest approach to

I. the snn. Week after week passed without its being
10 detected, and, as I said above, in November, 1872,
M astronomers had given up the hope of ever agalu
g seeing Biela's comet in the ordinary manner. In

October, 1872, in an essay which appeared in
tho St. l'aul't Magazine, I indicated tho

>t probability that a display of meteors following in
it the track of that comet would probably be seen some

time between November 25 and December 5. "Tho

m skies," 1 said, "should be carefully watched. Tho
n shower of inoteora will fall In such a direction that
1 shooting stars may be looked for at any time of the

m night." I pointed out that meteors utteudiug ou tho

I, track of Bicla's comet could be distinguished irom
I- others by the course they follow on the sky, each

|r travelling on a path radiating from (observe, not
I. extending from) a part of the constellation Androifineda; in fact, from the neighborhood of the star
t Gamma Andromeda, which marks tho left foot of
.. the Chained Lady.that is, the foot which lies on the
f- riuht as you face the constellation when Andro0meda'a head is uppermost, which, unfortunately (so
K far as recognition of the constellation is conocrned),
h is not always the case.

riot'nx 1.position or amdbokxda.
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1 Diagram allowing the puaitlon of the constellation Andromeda.near the point overhead tlunug tho last week in
1 November.
' It will be seen from figure 1 that Andromeda is not

in this respect well placed for observation during
; the last week of November. The constellation is
1 nearly overhead, but to the east of the zenith at

eight. The stars of the constellation are carried
) slowly from oast to west. Thus Andromeda passes

over to the west of the point overboad. Tho con"
stellation does not reach a convenient elevation for

> observation until long after midnight; but tho ob-
1 server need only consider it* radiant with the object

of ascertaining whether tailing star* soen in the last
week of November actually belong to the system of
bodies following in the track of llicla's comet, uud
so far as this purposo is concerned it suffices to uoto
from time to time where Oamuia Andromeda is situ,
atod, not to keep spocial watch on that part of the
heavens. In fact, the most conspicuous members
of a meteor system aro usually thoso seen at a considerabledistance from the radiant point.
Those who watched the heavens dnring the last

wock of Novembor, 1872, wore amply rewarded. oH
the night of November 27 there was a very remarkabledisplay of meteors. Tho railing stars wero not
on the average so bright as tboso seen during the
display of November ld-M, I860, but they appeared

I in even greater numbers. There could bo no doubt
as to tbeir being attendants on Blula's comet; for,
besides the coincidence of date.that is, the occurrenceof the shower on tho very day when tho earth
crosses the track of that comet, tho meteors radiated
from the right part of tbo sky.viz., from near the
star Osinnia of Audromcda. It may be well to dwell
for a moment on tbo importsnco of this point. In un

article which appeared in the lir yrumn Alagazinr for
Novoinbcr, and from whtch oxtracts wore quoted in
your coluinu* a few days ago, I explaluou tbo importanceof the general phenomenon, the radiation
of the meteors of any s> stein from a fixed point
among the stars, liut it is well to notice that
while this general phenomenon indicutos that

PLE SHEET.
orbit in cue of a possible set of orbita which cross cj
the earth's truck at a special point ami lu a special pi
way. 1 should uardly deem it necessary to point ^this ou?, were it not that iu sumo books, supposed jj;
to be intended for the popular explanation of mo- tij
teoric phenomena, the strange (I might almost say,
considering tho object and claims of such works, j<
the groks) mistake has been made of assigning to vi

two perfectly distinct meteoric systems.those of
} ovuiuU'r 13-U, ciillod tlio Lcouk^b, ami tliobo of o.

Augunt lu 11, called the Perselues.tho name orbit.
1 forgot to whom this mistako was originally to bo ^
attributed, but it is repeated (it it was not first j.j
made) by Guillumin, and Uuilieiiun has l^een fol- 11

lowed by Caiuillo Hammariou, Lockyer and others *

of those who do not recognize the csson- b<
tiul necessity of duly blending uiathematicrfi
with astronomy, even though the icatkcuiaticsbe kept out of sight in the popular n<

treatment of tho subject. Of course what has been 111

learned since ltMKl rospucting the August and Novembormeteors has caused this error to disappear, w

(I myself removed it from Guillemiu's work, when 11

Boutley placed that treatise lu my hands for revl- J,
sion.) But in reality no one acquainted with the ele- 2'
nieuts of dynamics would have fallen into the mis-

^
take of supposing that meteors which fall on the
earth from the direction of the constellation Per- p
aetts on August 10 cau travel in the same orbit
arotiud the sun ue meteors which fall on the earth j
from tho direction of the constellation Leo on No- t<
vouibcr 13-14. So, again, tho idea thrown out that ^

the metuors which reached the earth from the direc- t,
tiou of tliu* constellation Andromeda on November <

27 may have beeu simply tho ordinary November
meteors delayed a fortnight is wholly untenable.
The paths iu space pursued by meteors which come p
from the directiou of Leo ou November 13-14. and
from the directiou of Audromeda ou November T
27-28, must of uecessity be altogether dissimilar.
Bow different are the actual x>aths traversed s<

by tliese two acta of meteors will bo inferred from a

the accompanying figure (fig. 2), In which are p<
shown tho paths of tho eurth, Jupiter, Saturn, h
Uranus (that of Stars is omitted for tho sake of dis- w

tinctncss), the Leonidcs and the Andromedes. It tl
wiil be secu from the arrows that tho two sets of me- w

toors do not even travel the sumo way round the sun, is
but that whereas tho LconUlus meet the earth (at the n

point marked 1) the Audrotnodos overtake the earth n

(at the point marked 2). It should be added that V
each system crosses tho earth's orbit descendingly a]
from the north, but with dillbreat degrees of slope, a

as well as iu dilTcreut directions. tl
FIGURE 2..leonides and andromkdks. a:
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Diagram bliuwiuu the paths pursued by the Leon ides or t,

meteors of November 18-14, aud by tbo Audrouiods* or g
meteor* of November 27-28. ^

Two circumstances, both of considerable interest, K
though only one has hitherto received much atten- a

tion, have still to be mentioned in relation to the ^
shower of November 27, 1872. The first is thus j,
described by Signor Deuza. who obsorved the shower t

for 6>3 hours and conntcd with his fellow workers *

no less than 33,400 meteors. This number, ho nays, e

"is fur Lbs than tho truth, for wo found it fro- s

quently impossible to couut'them. The maximum *

display took place between 7h. and 9h., and for 21 g
minutes between Oh. 30m. and Oh. 66m.; the appear- o

unco iu tho sky around the radiant point (very J
clearly indicated near (Jamina Andromeda) was that
of a meteoric cloud." Tho significance of this phe- 'J
nomenon will be moro clearly recognized when we

consider it In connection wit)* what followed after
(HQ tuspi»jr. AUU uri iitau wuuuuuici

noting that tha groat shower had como slantingly 8

down on the oarth from the direction of the coustella- *

tiou Andromeda, seems to havo thought that it was l'

Biela's comet itself which had thua paused over the 8

earth from the north, so that after the display it 8

pissed on toward the south, nearly toward the star ®

Thcta of the Centaur, which lies opposite Gamma of *'

Andromeda, lie therefore telegraphed to Mr. Pogson,of Madras, "Bicla touched earth on November *

27; look out for it near Thota Centauri." Mr. Pog- p

son did so, and on the morning of December 3 dis- ^

covered two cloudliko objects, which wcre^ound to

be moving athwart tho stellar heavens in a direction
nearly corresponding to the course of Biota's comet >'

in that part of its orbit. It was somewhat hastily u

inferred that what Mr. Pogson had seen was tho d

shower of meteors which had passed over the earth 8

on November 27. But closer investigation showed a

that neither of the two objects seen by Mr. Pogson c

had in reality travelled in the same path as tho v

meteor cluster causing tho display of falling stars. *

It is rather straugo that a mathematician so able ^
as Mr. Hind, the superintendent of the "English p
Nautical Almanac," should have adopted the opin- (l

ioii that possibly the meteor cluster of Novombor 27 J
may have beeu Biela's comet Itself, delayed iu some tl

way twelve weeks. It is altogether inconsistent with 0

tho laws of dynamics that a body travelling in an ^
orbit such as the orbit of Biela's comet, that is an i

orbit of short period (for tho comet ciroles throe 1

times round the sun in tweuty years), should bo do- t

layed twelve weeks In so short a time as twenty S
years, the interval between the last apparition of the '

comet and the year 1H72. Certainly any cause which 0

could havo produced such a change must at the r
same tiuie have altered tlio orbit of the comet to a j,
remarkable degree, whereas we cau ouly associate .

tliu display of November 27 with Biela's comet at all t<
by assuming that the meteors were following iu tho v
unchanged or but slightly changed track of that j
comet. Strangely enough, not ouly does Html adopt u
as admissible tho theory that Biela's cornet may
have been delayed twelvu weeks, but ho actually
proci-eds to culeulato the posit(pll of the comet '

thereafter, as though the comet's orbit had remained
entirely nualtcred.

It is indeed worth noticing that tho process by
which meteoric systems have beeu formed into a

loni^ train following after a eoiuot, but alao with
inenil)or» of the family travelling 111 advance of the y
comet, bar not hitherto beensatisfactorily indicated.
It can readily be shown that if a meteor dilator
were «o diaperacd that lta component puns were not
kept in company by their mutual attractions they
could never have b.a>u collectively canned by
planetary diaturhauce to adopt the name general
orbital track. Wo rcijuiru aiwu other explanation,
then, than (lie planetary perturbations conveuieuOy
called ui to accouut lor tlii' actual condition <<t luauv
meteor ayatuiiiK, an, for luataiico, the August system,
which is thrown ijulte round the Immense orhlt
ot Hornet II., lttG'J, extending nearly twice ua far from
the aim aa the orbit of Neptune. 1 believe that
when due account la taken of this dltUculty it will
he found that the most icaalble explanation la that
which I suggested during niy recent courae of locturueiu New York.

TWU cLthmta.
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lipation of a meteor cluster.
''
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Tho iiAt 11 ro of thin explanation In indicated in ill
H^itro 3, win ro P In id)i|i<imiI loreprtunl « plnat p
in the vnportniN etajte It" Mlatence, or at any ratu a]
havni/ 11 very deep ntmoapkore; M, a moteor oltia- p
Ur or coiuvt' traTwliinu ill tha orbit AA. U euuli * u

* tne liieicora visit tuo earth from without tho

, xpocial position of the radiant point indicate*
i the position of tbo path along which the meteors
»

______

riounx 3.a ki

r

DUgriim Illustrating the dim

o arrived. And though the actual orbit of the
meteor* cannot be thus inferred, only the poaitiou
of that part of their path along which they enter
our atinoapbero, yet It becouiea kuown that their

3

ustor pasted through the vnpuro h ni.is# of t m
auct dnlereut jiiA-is of tiie cluster would be dirtcritlyretarded; though aoiiiu, ieUiiln.1 u rj' littlf,
ould eomiuuo to move appreciably mi the sauio
Mb as before. Others, retarded iu< re, u-opld trivel
muoforth ou a smaller orbit, fcuvum such a p's.onas u.ii, an orbit passing through the pirt of the
atict 1' where these b .dies wore thus retarded,
ow, the meteors most retarded wolihF pot ill au«
Mice of their follows, those Least retarded lagging
hiud. Tliis sounds paradoxical, but is in renlity

tat. Those most roturi.od would travel on a smaller
rbtt aud would complete their circuit iu a aliortor
me. Thus at the end of a few circuits tho cluster
hieh had had the figure At st tho beginning
ould assume the shape M, of which tho
irt on the iuiier track is that which had passed
Hough the densest par tof tliu vaporous planet. Nor
ould auy very long period have to elapse before
ich meteor system got strewn all over the space
itween the orbits A A' and a a'.
With regard to the prospect of a display of Ar.dro*
edes on November 27, or between November 25 aud
next, It 111 list bo remembered that the earth does

nt pass through the track of the coiuct so near tho
tiud of the comet as m 1H72. Thou tho bead of the
'met was only about three mouths' Journey in ad*
nice of the meteors. On November 27 the comet
ill be fully soven mouths' journey ahead of tho
loicors wh<ch tho earth will encounter. JJuito
reliably, thou, theso will not be so closely clustered
i those which produced tho display of November
7. 1M72.
1 would invite special attention to the desirability

f scrutinizing (with telescopes of low power and'
»rge held of view) the region around the radiaut
oint of the AiiilromitdnM. not oulv oil tho niullt of
iovember 27, but tor two or three days before,
f a meteoric cloud was seen in this region in 1«7J
unug the display, it is most probable that with tlio
ulescope the ili^lit of approaching meteors might
e seen (end 011) before the shower began. If l'ogsou
ould see retreatiug meteor ilights, on a twilight sky.
jo, an approaching meteor (light might well bo
sen. The place to search for it would, of course,
e the region where the radiant of the Audromedes
indicated in lig. I. KIuilAltD A. PttOCTOH.

'IlOFESSOli PfiOCTOR CHALLENGED.
0 THE EDITOB or THE HEKAXD .
According to your report of Professor Proctor*a
irmou he seems to imagine that he has discovered
discrepancy in the Bible, though he admits that,
ossibly, it might be explained. lint he says that
c has never seen it explained, and he just leaves it
ithout any attempt at an explanation. Of course

le inferences must be.and probably this is what ho
anted his hearers to draw.tbafr the Bible
a book of contradictious, and, therefore,

ot worthy of crodit. There is probably
o book in the world in which Professor
roctor or any other man so disposed could not And
pparcnt discrepancies. He might tako the songs of
olomon and the proverbs of Solomon and subject
rein to the severe scrutiny of his peculiar spoetrum
ud Imagine a hundred apparent discrepancies and
roclaiui his discovery to the world, and then, of
jurse, it would be only a natural consequence for
le world to say that "a greater than Solomon it
ore." Has it ever occurred to the mind of tbia
dentist that it would require only a little exact
rutiny to discover discrepancies in his own pubsheuscientilio statements? In one of hie pubshedlectures ho maintained the theory of spontueouegeneration as to the origin of life, and also
tiat the beginning of life on this earth may be due
> the fall of meteors coming from distant shores,
lore are two theories, and he advocated both of
tieni iu the same lecture. Which one does -he beeve?Or does be believe both? If he could prove
ither of tlieiu to be true he would be greater than
uy scientist, and greater than Solomon, liut In his
uuduy discourse he advanced the idea that this earth
< 50O.0UO.UOO years old. That is an euormous flgure.
Low did lie get this calculation? Can it be possible
hat lie believes this calculation even approximates
lie truth? He may believe it. But he cannot prove
hat the earth is over 10,000 years old. He has not
fact or a solitary argument that is baaed on logio
r true science to prove that this glolie lias been in
xisteuce over 10,000 years. I affirm this proposiion,and I will meet him or any scientist on this
[uestiou. I think that they have made a great misake.thatthey are very far wrong on this question
E to the great antiquity of our globe. lioNf ha*
iven us the only true cosmogony. I have given
ttention to this question, not being ublo to preach
.uring the last twenty years, and I have found out
he stone of stumbling und the rock of offence. My
lualtli is now so Improved that, though I am a sopuageuarlan,lean deliver one or two discourses a
reek, and I will lead in this discussion or he may
aad, and we will apeak an hour each one or two
voniugs a week all winter if necessary. I will ba
ble to couvince any audieuce or even Professor
'roctor himself that their chronological reckonings

reequally opposed to science as they are to the
crlptures. The editor has my real namu. and I will
pen the discussion whenever this proposition shall
c accepted and the necessary arruigements shall ba

node. S. A. H.

[ HE HERALD'S STORM WARNINGS.

[From the Bocheater (N. Y.) Herald, Nov. 24.)
The Nrw Yoke Hkkald's weather department haa
ent twenty-seven storm warnings to the Hekam>
luroan in London, to be made public in England
uring the past seven months, and In only two intanceshaa the predicted storm failod to make ita

ppearance. The notification was mado from two to
ve days beforehand. The Uebald cites an instanca
a which ita warning might have saved a hoavy loss to
he English Navy. It says:."On March 10, 1878, wa
lint word to London that in five daya a storm would
each the British coasts, with heavy rains, possllysnow, and southeast to northwest gales."
hat storm arrived exactly aa predicted, and
a it Her Majesty's ship Eurydico was lost
a sight of the Isle of Wight. Her Majesty's
avy could not recognizo an American weather proiction;but if it had been possible to lay aside its

uprome dignity to that extent it would h-ve saved
ship and many precious lives. It is not simply to
all attention to the great valuo of the Hnuann's
roathor department that we note these facts,
hough they ought not to be ignored, but to show
iow successfully meteorological science <>t :o-d»y is
rappliug with the problems presented by atuiosdiericphenomena. It is but a few years .-tiitce it was
leemed possible to forecast intelligently the upiteranceof a storm, excepting by the clouds or
lirecliou ot the wind within one's own horizon. Tolay.thunks to the systematic and profound study
if the (Uestion, to the enlightened liberality of our
overniuont and such private enterprise!, us the
«kw Vouk Ukualu, and to the elllcieut and liberal
ise of the telegraph, the couiuig of all great storms
s announced to the readers of American new spapurs,
specially in the East, and, as we have shown, even
ho people of Great Britain and the shipping of
Vesteru Europe may profit by the predictions. Vet
ve consider this science stili in its infancy. Evrry
ear the number of its disciples incr. uses, and with
very new post of observation added to tUe list altailyestablislieil there is a closer approach to perMtaccuracy. With improved ami more sensitive

pparatus and the fuller knowlege of the relations ef
he currents with each otuer, of the elloct of tho
rind iu its several directions, and other points to bo
eterunued, or even thought of. practical value to
letoorological science will be immediately increased.

rALU IS OF AUCTIG EXPEDITIONS.

[I'roiu tho Nowburyport (Mass.) Herald, Nov. 21.]
THE NOUTH POLE.

What makes people go on Arctic expeditions?
'hat Is the use of tliom? At one time it was thought
iot a shorter practicable passage might bo discovredbetwoou the Atlantic and Pacific ports, but that
ay has gone by. Everybody knows that there is no
orthoast or Northwest passage which Is available
>r guueral commerce. Then there arc people who
liuk that some Important scientific results are to
u obtained by roachiug the North Pole, but beyond
lu extension of the knowledge of geography a few
u mired miles very little could be expected which
'ould iucrous® the happiness or eulargo the
now lodge of mankind, btltl, the Arctic expeditions
outinue, and the latest la now at its wO?k ol
tpleration. There aru many who sneer at the ex«mllturoof money and the danger incurred as s
'oslo ot money and human life for a useless object,
he knowlcdgo of ths universe lu which wo live lias
eeii au object on which the greatest tnen have counteredit worth their while to expend tlieir lives. In
lie construction of the Panama Itatlrosd there was a
roater loss of life than lu any Arctic exploration; in
lie Gloucester fisheries every your the vessels lost
lid the uieu who are suuk iu the Atlantic lire more
q number and of more money valne. The |>etty
rare of small Htates like Peru and Chile waste far
uore tuonoy and a greater number of lives than all
lie Arctic expeditious, anil they are worss
ban useless, while there Is s gain to the seenuulntedknowledge of the world which is pcriuaicut,even if it lie not great, by each of the ex|>ediIonswhich hus been sent to the Pole. Ah kuowldgein gained bv slow degrees. The use of movable
) jh»s in printing was the result of ages of inquiry
I- bore many were close upon the track of the tils©very,and so it bus been with every advance in
inowledgo. in the course of civilization it has
eenisd ss if no expeuditnre of time aud human enleuvorwus loo great lor the least gsin in extending
he sphere of knowledge or of man's control ovet
lie natural forces. Tins consideration lias operated
n the minds of men tntoresteU In MioBtiltc ilives,
igatiou and has led them to favor such expeditious

POLICE BOAKD.

The Police Comntteeioner* met yoatorrtay end Mr.
LieLean acted chairman. Colnuitnnioner Voorinpronented hie credential* and by order of the
oanl tliey will be recorded ou the minute*. Tim
lairinari of the Street ('loaning Committee w»»
iveil ttall authority to mhikii and direct the uniloyesot that bureau. CiftiiiiiUHiunor Voorhl* wae

ppointod ou the Committee of ltupairn and Nupllee.Alter the tranaaction of aorno routine bullueethe hoard adjourned.


